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Maintenawnce and Care lnstruetions

Congratulations ow the installation of Your new landscape. Your howme is
one of Your most valuable assets. An attractive well- maintained
landscape not only makes Your home more beautiful, but adds
considerably to the market value. Follow up maintenance is essential to
the longevity of your planting. To keep Your gardens Looking good for
years to come, follow our watering instruction sheet and the simple
ouidelines Llisted below.

Make sure to call the garden center lmmediately if You have any
concerns about Your plantings. Remember, new plantings require some
extra cave until fully established. Gardens in their second and third year
cawn still require supplemental watering during times of drought. A stroll
through the garden with a careful eye can help you avoid costly
replacements. Common garden pests caw be easily controlled if caught
early ...and often without the use of harsh chemicals.
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Everareen Shrubs and Trees
Feeding

Holly Towe is the fertilizer we recommend for all acid Loving plants. This includes
Azaleas, Camellins, Boxwood, Pines, Spruces, Hinoki Cypress, Dogwoods,
Rhododendrons, Junipers, Evergreen Magwolias, and Hollys. wWhen fertilizing follow
the Labeled instructions ow the package. Generally speaking there is a spring feeding
and a light fall feeding.

Pruning

Light shaping can be done at any time on evergreens. Major pruning should be downe
un the early spring/late winker.,

Boxwoods are very popular iw classic garden design. Franklin's Gem , Antarctica,
and the true Old English require very Little pruning. The faster growing varieties of
boxwood such as Winker Gem will require a yearly pruning to keep thew in the 3 ft.
range for most foundations. ALl boxwoods are easy care...and generally grow slower
and require less pruning thaw hollys the Look similar. Avold continually shearing
these shrubs in a tight ball, the interior of the plant will eventually become woody and
unattractive. Do lkeep thew in shape with light prunings and occasionally removing
branches deeper in the center whew necessary to promote tnterior growth as well.

Blue star junipers are very slow growing and require Little if any pruning
Occasionally brown patches appear in the needles...simply clip these out. Prume to
shape at any thme. Make sure not to smother these Low growing evergreens with
wuleh...this will cause dye back and possible fungal diseases. Keep the air
cireulating avound this plant by avoiding over mulching, especially avound the base,
and waking sure the soil s well drailned.

Hollys cawn be shaped at anytine but wajor pruning should be done in early
spring/Late winter. Mawny foundation hollys will get out of control without
substantial pruning in the early spring. Try not to “flat top” Your hollies this
discourages Leaf growth at the base ...always slighty taper the top or create a wmore
globular shape for optivaal health. Hollies wot only need food to produce red bervies but
also a pollinator in the area. If your holly is not producing berries You could need a
pollinator if it is in adequate sunlight and being fed properly.



Cawellins are categorized as spring or fall blooming. As a general vule prune to shape
after flowering. camellias respond to pruning and will produce more buds as well a
becoming a fuller more robust plant with regular pruning.

Azaleas should be pruned inumediately after flowering...buds are produced in the
swwiner. If Your azaleas arew't flowering, make sure to feed, analyze sunlight
received, and check for deer damage. Deer Love azaleas and will neatly clip the buds
and new growth in the winter Leaving you with healthy flowerless plants.

GFASSES

AlL grasses should be fed with Plant Tone. Per Label. Grasses are Very easy growing
and can rewain quite healthy with very Little feeding...once a year is more than
enough. If the soil is good You could probably fertilize evew. Less.

Lirtope is considered awn evergreen grass but as You will soon find winter cawn often
take its toll on this Lovely plant. As a regular part of maintenance we recommend
that Liriope be cut back to about 2-3 tnches above the grownd in Late winter or early
spring before the new growth appears.

Ornamental grasses that produce fall seed heads are attractive thru the winter and
provide birds with food. For these reasons wmany people choose to Leave the brown dryed
grasses standing until early spring. Grasses should be cut down to approximately &
tnches above the soil in very early spring before the new growth emerges.

when dividing grasses early spring is best. Divide with a spade and keep well
watered until they are rooted in. Leaf Grow or plawnt tone mixed in at the site will
provide extr nutrition.

Perennials
_Feeding

Perennials Live for years and need a steady source of organic food for optimal health,
Fast food for plants such as “wiracle grow” shouldw't be used on a regular basis.
Whew applied at 2 week intervals per Label, this can cause excessive weak growth. we
recommend Plant Tone/Flower Tone for all perennials. Follow the Label instructions
whew feeding but in general perennials should be fed in early spring and wid to Late
sunmmer after cutting back for a secomd flush of color.



Pruning

Most perenmnials need to be cut back tn the late winker/early spring. Comwumon sense
will tell you the old growth from the previous season needs to be removed to make way
for new growth in the spring. Tall flowering perennials with seed heads provide
Lnterest bn the winter garden as well as food for birds. They can also be cleaned up in
the early winter if they are unattractive. If cutting perennials back in the fall/ winter
a wice Layer of mulch will protect the plants until spring. In early spring the mulch
should be pulled away and any dead growth pruned from the plant. This is also when
many Like to feed the first perennial feeding. Spring is also a great time for dividing
and replanting perennials that have wultiplied. call the garden center for specifics on
dividing your perennials. Many perewnials that tewd to get tall and legay cawn be
kept weore compact and encourage heavier blooming by cutting the entive plant back
by approximately 1/3 in the early part of the growing season. Sedums, Coneflowers,
Mums, Black-eyed Susans, Asters, Joe Pye weed, and tall Phlox, among others, all
bewefit from cutting back.

Deadheading

To keep Your flowering peremndals blooming at their peak, deadheading is an essential
task. Deadheading is simply removing spent flowers from the plant during the
growing season to encourage more flowering. Perennials with mediuwm to large single
flowers should be deadheaded i.vwiividum.tﬁ. Those with many small blossowas, such
as Coreopsis and Dianthus, can be sheared when a majority of the flowers are spent.
The blue spikes of salvia caw be cut back to the base of the plant individually or
sheaved...but this is essential to keep this pereanial powerhouse bloowing. Awnnuals
incorporated into the garden often need deadheading or shearing as well.

Day Lilies are a wmainstay in the perennial garden. Dead folinge should be cleaned wp
in the fall whew the plant goes dormant. Lilies multiply easily and can be divided in
the spring.

Seed pods and dead stalks should be removed throughout the growing season to
provaste re-blooming. In the Late heat of the suummer the foliage often take a beating
and should be cleaned up for the best appearance....some extra watering may also help
at this time if it is very dry.



Deciduous flowering shrubs (those that Loose their Leaves in the winter) should be fed
with Plant Tone. Please follow the Labeled instructions.

Pruning

As a general rule flowering shrubs should be pruned lmmediately) after flowering. If
the shrub such as a Crape Myprtle flowers very Late in the seasow it is preferable to
prune these shrubs in very early spring before new growth emerges. This will prevent
a flush of new growth Late in the season bnviting winker damage.

Butterfly bushes are popular fast growing flowering shrubs. These fragrant shrubs
should be cut back hard in early spring /late winter (unless You have a dwarf
variety) to encourage an flush of new growth with an abundance of flowers while
keeeping the overall size in check.

Hydrangeas should be pruned specific to their variety. Please Look your variety up on
the tnternet, or call the garden center for advise. Many hydrangeas bloowe on oldl
wood awd therefore severe pruning in the spring eliminates the structures necessary
for production of new flowers. This is a common mistake made by gardeners with new
hydrangeas. Those broww dead Looking branches will soow be producing new Leaves
and flowers. The dormant branches from the previous year are firm and Leaf nodes are

present . The truly dead branches are brown and hollow and easily rewoved from the
shrub.

The new Balimer series of Hydrangeas include Endless Swwmer, and Blushing Bride
They bloom on old and new wood. Pruning is wot as critical with these hydrangeas.
The flowers of Hydrangeas are beautiful in all stages ...many gardeners prefer to
Leave the flowers om to mature if they are attractive when dry. Dead heading is often
needed on the mop heads when heavily Laden with blossoms. Use comumon sense and
take this opportunity to cut back heavy collapsing portions of the stewms as well as
several carefully chosen flowers, This will keep the shrub full and attractive.



Trees
Feeding

Deciduous trees should be fed with Tree Tone. Follow the Labeled tnstructions.

Pruning

Make sure whew choosing a tree for Your Landseape that You consider the mature size.

Trying to keep a 20 foot tree 10 feet tall just doesn't work.  Choose the right plant for
the right place.

Whewn pruning is needed make sure to check with the garden cemter or the Local
extension service before beginming. Keep records of the varieties of trees you plant, as
this is escential whew making maintenance and care decisions.

In general...prune flowering trees immediately after flowering.

Owe exception to this rule is the Late flowering Crape Myrtle. we recommend these be
pruned in early spring before the new growth emerges.

Shaping and pruning to reduce size should be done i Late winter or early spring
while the tree is dormant. Always use sharp clean tools. Review pruning techniques
ow line or at Your Local Library. call the garden center for advice.



